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After Marshal Ion Antonescu’s dictatorship had fallen on August 23, 
1944, the Romanian society tried to go back to a democratic system of 
values. Unfortunately, Romania’s entering the Soviet Union’s sphere of 
influence eventually led to the instauration of an original kind of 
democracy: “popular democracy”. This historical process, which spans till 
the end of 1947, meant that the communist forces exerted constant pressure 
upon the state institutions and various social and professional structures 
with the purpose of co-opting or subordinating them to their own interests. 
Starting with March 6, 1945, when the pro-communist forces took the 
control over the state institutions, the actions for the instauration of the 
totalitarian regime gained new intensity.  

Within this process, to take the control of the religious cults 
constituted an important stake, given the role played by the churches in the 
life of the Romanian society. More than in other areas, the communists tried 
to avoid sudden measures in the religious area, so as not to stir uncontrolled 
reactions on behalf of the believers. The communist leaders exploited the 
cults’ interwar aspirations and contradictions in order to manipulate them, 
while officially presenting themselves as the bringers of true religious 
freedom in Romania. To make everything more convincing, a series of 
rights, unimaginable before 1944, were adopted for the cults between 1945 
and 1947, but they were rapidly withdrawn as soon as the communist power 
had been consolidated. 

The present study reconstitutes the actual mechanisms that were set 
in motion in order to reach the above mentioned goals, as well as the 
interactions that were established among the various structures involved in 
this process: the parties, the parliament, the government (especially The 
Ministry of Cults), and the religious cults. We focused especially upon the 



 
 
 
 
 

case of the Romanian Orthodox Church, because, during the period we 
analyse, this is the primary target, its “infiltration” and “subjugation” being 
essential for the success of the subsequent actions of the pro-communist 
forces. The activity of other religious cults is referred to along the text 
provided this is relevant for the manner in which the political authorities of 
the 1945-1947 interval arranged the battlefield for the “great assault” of 
1948 against the cults and religious life. 


