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The forming of Great Romania brought along the inclusion within 

the new borders of important percentages of population belonging to various 
ethnic groups, the Jews being one of them. Besides the Jews from The Old 
Kingdom, strong communities of Jews from Bukovina, Transylvania and 
Bessarabia entered the structures of the new interwar state, fact which raised 
the issue of their homogeneity.  

Our study aims at discussing precisely the so-called homogeneity 
and unity of the Jewish community in the interwar period, systematically 
analysing a particular case, namely the region around the Danube mouths. 
Although the region around the Danube mouths seems a rather small area at 
first sight, in reality it promises to be interesting and sociologically 
representative, comprising portions from the following historical regions: 
Walachia (Brăila and Râmnicu Sărat Counties), Moldavia (Covurlui, Fălciu, 
Putna, Tecuci and Tutova Counties), Dobruja (Tulcea County) and 
Bessarabia (Cahul, Cetatea Albă and Ismail Counties).  

When comparing Southern Bessarabia with The Old Kingdom, one 
notices significant differences as far as the life and collective mentality of 
the Jewish communities from here. Zionism was very popular in southern 
Bessarabia, fact which prevented the Jews in this area from integrating into 
the structures of the Romanian state as this was a useless process since 
Romania became only a temporary shelter till their final departure to 
Palestine. Unlike these, the Jews in the Old Kingdom, having lived in the 
Romanian society for a longer time, had tried to enjoy the citizen rights so 
difficultly obtained after the First World War. For them, at least till anti-
Semitism officially became state policy, Zionism was not the only option 
for the future, but one of them. 


