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There were two known churches devoted to the Saint Great Martyr 
Demetrius in Galaţi in the medieval period. One of these was built by ruler 
Vasile Lupu of Moldavia (1634-1653), on the Danube bank, east of the 
present “Precista” fortified church, and lasted till the end of the 19th century. 
The value of this medieval establishment was given by a number of 
resounding events in which it was involved. Thus, this was the place where 
the relics of  Saint Paraskevi, brought from Constantinople, rested on their 
way to Iaşi (June 1641, in the presence of the voivode and hierarchs of 
Moldavia); this was also the place where the great patriarch of Antiochia, 
Macarie the III Zaim served and lived (between January 17 and January 19, 
1653 and, on his way back, between September 17 and October 13, 1658), 
accompanied by deacon Paul of Aleppo from whom we have received the 
chronicle of this prelate’s visits to the Romanian countries. 

The exact year of its construction is unknown; what is certain about 
the royal church in Galaţi is the fact that it had been functioning before June 
1641, as it was mentioned by many foreign travellers of the 17th century. 

Contrary to the opinions expressed by the historians so far, according 
to which voivode Vasile Lupu’s church might have been demolished in 
1894, recently discovered archive documents, exploited by the present study 
as well, prove the fact that the church, which had become a ruin, was 
demolished in 1898, and the authors of that particular action were two 
Galati inhabitants of Mosaic faith. 

The original iconostasis of this important religious monument was 
saved and moved to the chapel of the Episcopal Palace of Galaţi, dedicated 
to the Meeting of the Lord in the autumn of 1901.  After the communist 
authorities had despotically taken the building of the Episcopal residence 
(1967) turning it into the Museum of contemporary art, the iconostasis of 
Saint Demetrius church was transferred to Dobruja and mounted in Saint 
George church in Isaccea town, Tulcea County, where it stands today.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

The ground where one of the most representative church 
establishments of Galaţi used to function – the St. Great Martyr Demetrius 
Church – is now occupied by apartment buildings. The agony and the end of 
this establishment which happened as a result of the then officials’ little care 
for the local patrimonial values unveil in their full tragedy thanks to the 
documents which preserved the reality which we ought to know in order not 
to repeat such regrettable gestures.  
 

 
 
 


