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 The beginning of the 20th century would be marked by the acuteness 
of the contradictions among the great powers of the world, which, by their 
warlike attitude, would also involve the smalls states that had relatively 
recently appeared on the political map of Europe. The problem of the 
Ottoman inheritance, which preoccupied the chancelleries of the main 
capitals, was solved extremely pragmatically by the Balkan states.  

In 1912 and 1913, in the peninsula that had been occupied by the 
Crescent for centuries, there were two wars which dramatically rearranged, by 
the barbaric behaviour of the belligerents, the political map of the Balkans. 
The Ottoman Empire was almost eliminated from Europe and the Turks’ 
departure had left a “poisoned apple” in Macedonia.  

The battle for this region poisoned the relations among the allies of 
the first Balkan conflagration: Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and Montenegro, and 
the results were surprising. The former allies waged war amongst each other 
after an absurd political gesture of the Bulgarians. The change in the balance 
of power in the Balkans was perceived by the Romanian diplomacy as a 
danger for its own political line; therefore, Bucharest, in spite of not having 
participated in the first Balkan war, claimed territorial compensations from 
Bulgaria. As Sofia hesitated to give a definite answer to this issue, a meeting 
of the representatives of the great powers in Sankt Petersburg resulted in 
signing a protocol which offered Silistra to Romania. However, in the 
meantime, Bulgaria attacked its former allies without a beforehand 
declaration of war and Serbia and Greece requested military help from 
Bucharest.  

The latter answered promptly, delighted with the idea of recovering 
the entire Dobruja which had been offered and then taken before the Berlin 
Peace Congress in 1878. The Romanian army would march through Bulgaria, 
almost without a single fire shot, the incidents that were recorded being 
insignificant. It was not the Bulgarians who were the enemy of our army but 
the cholera which would kill thousands of soldiers.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Attacked from all sides, Bulgaria would capitulate and be forced to 
sign the Bucharest Treaty, in August 1913. Romania was given the Cadrilater, 
too pale a compensation as compared to the abandonment of the Balkan 
Vlachs, left at the will of the successoral states of the Ottoman Empire. The 
Macedo-Romanians and the Megleno-Romanians would be assimilated to a 
large extent and the region conquered without a fight in 1913 would be lost, 
still without a fight, in 1940. 
 


